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TO  THE 

CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  MANOR 
OF  ASTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  submitting-  to  you  the  following- 
report  on  the  health  of  Aston  Manor  for  so  much  of  the 
year  as  has  elapsed  since  my  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  issued  to  medical  officers  of  health  as  to  their  duties.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  embody  in  it  part  of  the  previous  six  months’ 
report  issued  by  your  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  order  to 
give  a review  of  the  sanitary  proceedings  of  the  whole  year, 
and  to  include  a complete  record  with  tabular  statements  of  the 
sickness  and  mortality  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Aston  Manor,  being  bounded  to  a large  extent  by  Birmingham, 
although  enjoying  many  privileges  thereby,  has  to  submit  to  a 
share  of  its  epidemic  diseases  ; this,  however,  is  only  natural  to 
any  district  continuous  with  a large  city,  and  Aston  Manor  is  no 
exception. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  much  abated  during  the  year,  and 
although  Measles  has  been  epidemic  it  has  not  proved  so  fatal  as 
during  the  previous  year.  Whooping-cough  has  been  prevalent, 
but  of  a mild  type,  and  Influenza  has  been  almost  absent  from  the 
death-sheet.  Typhoid  Fever  was  more  prevalent  than  usual  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  gave  rise  to  considerable  anxiety, 
and  the  cases  had  much  of  my  attention.  Although  Diphtheria 
still  keeps  a firm  hold  in  the  district,  the  number  of  cases  recorded 
shows  a diminution,  and  the  diminution  is  still  more  evident  in  the 
number  of  deaths. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  with  one  exception,  viz.,  the  summer 
Diarrhoea  mortality,  the  year  1898  has  been  a fairly  healthy  one 
and  not  marred  by  any  undue  amount  of  distress,  sickness,  or 
mortality. 

Population. 

The  area  of  the  district  of  Aston  Manor  is  943  acres,  and  its 
population,  estimated  from  the  average  number  of  persons  to  each 
inhabited  house  at  the  last  census,  and  the  number  of  inhabited 
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houses  as  enumerated  by  the  officers  of  the  Aston  School  Board  in 
the  third  quarter  of  1897,  was  79,698.  In  the  corresponding  period 
in  1898  it  was  80,129,  and  the  mean  population  of  Aston  Manor  for 
the  past  year  was  therefore  80,016.  The  density  of  the  population 
per  acre  was  84 ‘9. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  houses  and  the  population  for 
the  district  at  the  last  five  census  enumerations  : — 


Year. 

1 

Total 

Houses. 

Houses 

Void. 

1 

! Houses 

Building. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

No.  of  Persons 
per  Inhabited 
House. 

Population. 

Density. 

l8$l 

i»437 

io5 

23 

1.309 

4'9 

6,426 

6-8 

1861 

3.562 

r73 

45 

3.344 

4 ’9 

16,337 

J7'3 

00 

7,662 

65! 

83 

6,928 

4 '9 

33.948 

36-0 

1881 

11,830 

1.158 

98 

10,583 

5'1 

53.842 

56-1 

1891 

14,689 

653 

147 

13,889 

4 '9 

68,639 

727 

The  following  Table  gives  the  enumerations  of  the  houses  by 
the  Aston  School  Board,  and  the  population  calculated  therefrom: — 


Year. 

Total 

Houses. 

Houses 

Void. 

1 

Houses 

Building. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Persons 
per  House. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Density. 

1892 

1 5. 353 

527 

44 

14,782 

4*9 

72,432 

77 

1893 

1 5.638 

749 

1 2 

14,877 

> > 

72,979 

77 

1894 

15,882 

792 

37 

1 5,053 

* » 

73-759 

78 

1895 

16, 100 

717 

23 

15,360 

y y 

75,264 

80 

1896 

16,306 

346 

13 

15,947 

• y 

78,140 

83 

00 

16,438 

130 

43 

16,265 

y y 

79.698 

84 

cc 

00 

16,556 

181 

22 

16,353 

y y 

80, 129 

85 

7 


Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  2,528, 
namely: — 1,304  males,  and  1,224  females,  giving  a birth  rate  per 
thousand  per  annum  of  31 '6.  Compared  with  29-4  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1898,  this  is  a fairly  high  one. 

Deaths. 

The  death  rate,  the  chief  indicator  of  the  health  of  a district, 
is  influenced  a great  deal  by  the  character  of  the  first  and  last 
quarters  of  a year.  If  mild,  as  they  were  during  the  past  year,  the 
mortality  among  the  aged  people  and  infants  is  reduced.  The 
death  rate  is  also  greatly  influenced  by  a high  summer  tempera- 
ture, which,  if  prolonged,  is  always  accompanied  by  increased 
mortality  from  epidemic  infantile  diarrhoea. 

The  general  death  rate  last  year  was  15*1,  which  is  below  the 
average  of  the  district  for  the  past  seven  years,  and  considerably 
below  that  of  1897,  when  it  reached  17  per  thousand  The  corre- 
sponding death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1898  was  17-6. 

The  zymotic  death  rate,  which  is  calculated  on  the  number  of 
deaths  per  thousand  of  the  population  from  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases,  is  not  a satisfactory  standard  of  health,  as  it  may 
vary  owing  to  temporary  causes,  such  as  climatic  conditions  and 
the  presence  or  absence  of  severe  epidemics  ; but  the  infantile 
mortality  calculated  on  the  number  of  infants  born  is  considered  a 
fair  index  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a town,  and  is  influenced 
chiefly  by  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  summer  diarrhoea.  Aston 
Manor  cannot  be  congratulated  on  its  infantile  death  rate  for  the 
past  year,  which  was  i8-6,  although  this  is  1*4  better  than  that  of 
1897  but  1 '2  above  the  average  of  the  past  seven  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  annual  birth  and  death  rates  for 
Aston  Manor  since  the  last  census  ; also  the  averages  of  the  two 
previous  decades  and  the  seven  years  1892-8. 


Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Infantile 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic 

Death-rate 

Average  of  decade,  1872-81  ... 

42'1 

1 8 ’4 

14*6 

4'° 

,,  ,,  1882-91  ... 

34'1 

i6‘i 

I4‘5 

27 

,,  7 years,  1892-8  ... 

32-3 

15-8 

J7‘4 

3 '2 

Year  1892 

32-5 

1 6 *4 

15-2 

2‘6 

.»  1893  

33'5 

167 

187 

3*6 

>>  1894  

31 '° 

i4‘o 

13-6 

2 * 1 

>.  1895  

33’1 

16-5 

19-1 

3'1 

,,  1896  

31  '5 

I7'2 

3'5 

>,  1897  

32-8 

lyo 

20  "O 

4-8 

» 1898  

31  '6 

I5'1 

18-6 

2-9 

8 


Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  233 


Disease. 

■898 

.897 

Notified 

Cases 

*N 

Deaths 

Notified 

Cases 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

27 

— 

71 

Scarlet  Fever 

169 

*3 

376 

Diphtheria  and  Memb.  Croup 

83 

8 

102 

r5 

Typhoid  Fever 

108 

16 

78 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 1 

— 

5° 

Diarrhoea 

— 

168 

— 

221 

Totals 

360 

233 

556 

CO 

00 

00 

* One  other  case  died  in  Hospital  and  registered  in  Staffordshire. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Notifications  of  433  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  received 
from  medical  men  during  the  past  year,  being  197  less  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  fees  for  notifications  for  the  year  amounted 
to  ^53  6s.  as  compared  with  ^77  18s.  in  1897. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  EACH 
MONTH  OF  1898.  


1898 

c 

CtJ 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April.  | 

May. 

June. 

ti 

3 

< 

Sep. 

Oct. 

> 

0 

£ 

Dec. 

T otal. 

Smallpox... 

— 

Cholera  ... 

Diphtheria 

I 2 

I 2 

6 

4 

I 

4 

* 

6 

3 

I I 

5 

8 

73 

Memb.  Croup 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

I 

I 

— 

2 

2 

IO 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

5 

2 

4 

5 

7 

6 

3 

9 

12 

9 

68 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

24 

i7 

21 

8 

8 

IO 

7 

21 

12 

7 

169 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

- 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

7 

I 1 

I I 

14 

1 I 

— 

I 

4 

8 

21 

8 

12 

108 

Relapsing  Fever 

— 

Simple  Con.  Fever 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

2 

4 

Totals 

48 

49 

39 

4' 

28 

‘7 

'9 

27 

23 

63 

39 

40 

433 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  Aston  Manor  since  the 
Adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  in  1890. 


YEAR. 

Smallpox. 

Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup. 

c/S 

13 

a 

*55 

>> 

u 

w 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Ui 

V 

V 

fa 

3 

*0 

XI 

CL 

>» 

H 

Simple  Con- 

tinued Fever. 

| Puerperal 
Fever. 

! 

Total. 

1890  (M“Sta) 

— 

32 

6 

56 

3°5 

28 

— 

2 

429 

1891 

— 

44 

2 

38 

336 

44 

3 

6 

473 

1892 

— 

44 

1 

83 

406 

57 

1 

6 

598 

1893  ... 

126 

47 

5 

83 

214 

121 

6 

1 2 

614 

1894  ••• 

202 

44 

14 

80 

136 

35 

— 

6 

5*7 

1895 

34 

109 

6 

98 

4X3 

41 

— 

4 

7°5 

I 896  . . . 

— 

204 

18 

78 

596 

82 

— 

10 

988 

1897  ... 

— 

90 

12 

67 

376 

78 

3 

4 

630 

1 898  . . . 

— 

73 

10 

68 

169 

108 

1 

4 

433 

Totals 

362 

u- 

CO 

vO 

74 

65 1 

2.951 

594 

14 

54 

5.387 

Prevention  of  Disease. 


The  work  In  this  department  is  more  considerable  and 
responsible  than  it  appears  at  first  sight.  Inspector’s  visits  are 
made  forthwith  on  the  notification  of  each  case,  the  infected 
premises  are  examined  as  to  their  sanitary  condition,  and  a report 
made  to  the  Medical  Officer  as  to  the  number  of  people  living  in  the 
house,  the  milk  supply,  the  water  supply,  the  school  attended,  etc. 
The  means  of  isolation,  and  the  state  of  the  interior  of  the  house, 
whether  filthy  or  not,  are  also  ascertained,  and  a general  supervision 
is  maintained  during  the  illness.  Notices  are  sent  to  abate 
nuisances  when  discovered,  and  to  head  teachers  of  schools 
attended  by  children  from  infected  houses,  and  to  the  managers  if 
an  outbreak  should  occur  in  connection  with  any  particular  school. 
These  preventive  measures  are  taken  under  the  control  and  super- 
vision of  the  Medical  Officer,  who  visits  the  house  in  many 
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instances,  and  is  responsible  for  the  admission  of  cases  to  the 
Hospital,  and  for  the  disinfection  on  the  conclusion  of  the  illness. 

During  the  past  six  months  your  Medical  Officer  has  had  reports 
from  the  Sanitary  Staff  on  21 1 cases,  and  as  a consequence  102 
notices  have  been  sent  to  head  teachers  acquainting  them  of  infec- 
tious diseases  among  school  children,  144  houses  were  fumigated 
by  burning  sulphur  after  infectious  disease,  139  lots  of  bedding  and 
clothing  disinfected  at  the  apparatus,  and  1 1 5 premises  stripped 
and  cleansed  after  the  convalescence  or  removal  of  infectious  cases  ; 
25  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurring  in  the  district  were  admitted  to 
your  Infectious  Hospital. 


The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  this  work  for  the  whole 
year  and  for  the  two  previous  years. 


Year. 

Notices  sent  to 
Head  Teachers  of 
Infectious  Diseases 
among-  School 
Children. 

Houses 

fumigated  with 
Sulphur  after 
Infectious 
Disease 

Lots  of  Bedding 
and  Clothing 
disinfected 
at  the 
Apparatus. 

Premises  stripped 
and  cleansed 
after  infection  on 
Medical 
Certificate. 

Cases  sent 
to  Isolation 
Hospital. 

1896 

937 

737 

726 

674 

257 

1897 

56° 

470 

442 

36 1 

17 6 

1898 

244 

328 

323 

238 

59 

Disinfection. 

The  present  hot-air  disinfecting  apparatus,  which  has  served  the 
district  for  the  past  sixteen  years  and  done  good  work,  is  far  from 
being  up  to  date,  for  during  that  time — the  science  of  bacteriologv 
having  advanced — it  has  been  proved  impossible  to  kill  germs 
within  rolls  of  blankets  and  bedding  by  hot  air,  even  after  hours  of 
exposure,  without  destroying  the  articles,  and  that  it  is  necessary 
to  resort  to  saturated  steam  under  pressure,  emitted  into  a chamber 
previously  exhausted  of  air.  This  penetrates  thick  objects  far  more 
rapidly  than  hot  air,  and  by  its  means  a uniform  high  temperature 
can  be  obtained  sufficient  to  kill  the  spores  as  well  as  the  microbes 
without  damaging  the  articles.  Some  are  not  killed  by  many  hours’ 
exposure  to  2120  F.,  and  require  as  high  a temperature  as  2390  F. 

During  the  past  year  your  Health  Committee  has  given  much 
time  and  attention  to  a scheme  for  a new  four-celled  destructor 
from  which  a plentiful  supply  of  steam  can  be  obtained  for  use  in 
the  disinfector  by  utilising  the  heat  from  the  burning  of  house 
refuse.  In  accordance  with  my  advice,  they  have  included  in  their 
estimates  and  plans  a new  disinfection  house  with  two  rooms,  pure 
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and  impure,  for  a new  steam  disinfector.  I consider  this  one  of  the 
most  important  requirements  of  the  district,  especially  as  articles 
are  disinfected  for  other  districts  by  this  Authority. 

In  the  part  of  this  report  which  refers  to  the  Infectious  Hospital, 
I also  recommend  a new  disinfector  there  for  similar  reasons. 

I have  been  supplied  with  the  following-  figures  by  Mr. 
Treadaway,  who  is  the  officer  responsible  for  the  work  of  disin- 
fection, as  to  the  number  of  lots  of  articles  removed  from  this  and 
other  districts  and  returned,  showing  the  large  amount  of  disin- 
fection which  has  been  performed  during  the  past  three  years. 


1896.  >897-  1898. 


Districts. 

Lots 

Articles 

Lots  Articles 

Lots  Articles 

Handsworth 

255 

2,973 

194 

2'74I 

95 

1,3*9 

Erdington  and  Castle  Bromwich 

33 

624 

34 

557 

32 

521 

Sutton  Coldfield 

2 3 

285 

15 

117 

8 

1 13 

Aston  Manor 

718 

8,785 

438 

4,834 

323 

3,489 

Private  ... 

2 

10 

I 

8 

6 

46 

Total  ...  1 

,031 

12,677 

cr> 

00 

to 

8,257 

464 

5,488 

Smallpox. 

There  has  not  been  any  case  of  this  disease  in  Aston  Manor 
during  the  past  three  years,  the  last  severe  outbreak  being  in  1893 
and  the  previous  one  in  1883. 

Smallpox  has  shown  a tendency  in  this  and  surrounding 
districts  to  become  epidemic  about  every  ten  years,  and  I fear  we 
shall  again  be  visited  by  it  in  three  or  four  years,  if  not  before. 
The  Council  will  then,  I hope,  be  better  prepared  to  meet 
their  difficulties  than  they  have  been  in  the  past.  In 
June,  1897,  a loan  of  ^1,650  for  50  years  was  granted  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  a site  of  five  acres  of  land  for  a 
Smallpox  Hospital,  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  present  Fever 
Hospital.  Your  Council  have  completed  this  purchase  and  have 
since  decided  to  pay  the  tenant  compensation  in  order  to  gain 
immediate  possession  of  the  five  acres  of  land  and  wall  it  in.  In 
October  last  the  Hospital  Sub-Committee,  in  conjunction  with  your 
Medical  Officer,  Surveyor,  and  Hospital  Superintendent,  carefully 
considered  the  question  of  the  accommodation  to  be  provided  in 
the  erection  of  the  proposed  Smallpox  Hospital,  and  their  report 
was  presented  to  the  Health  Committee  together  with  a recom- 
mendation that  the  Surveyor  be  instructed  to  prepare  preliminary 
plans,  having  regard  to  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 


12 


The  Vaccination  Act,  1898,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1899,  makes  important  alterations  in  the  law  as  regards 
the  vaccination  of  children,  and  the  liability  of  parents  and  others 
having  the  custody  of  a child.  Public  stations  are  discontinued 
except  in  special  circumstances,  and  domiciliary  vaccination  with 
glycerinated  calf  lymph  takes  the  place  of  stational  vaccination. 
This  does  away  with  the  objections  of  arm  to  arm  vaccination,  and 
saves  parents  the  trouble  of  taking  their  children  to  a public 
station.  The  Act  prolongs  the  time  that  infants  may  remain 
unvaccinated  to  six  months  old,  and  it  gives  an  opportunity  for 
parents  to  state  on  oath  before  two  justices  within  four  months 
from  the  birth  of  the  child  that  they  conscientiously  believe 
vaccination  would  be  prejudicial  to  its  health. 

These  alterations  made  by  the  Vaccination  Act  of  1898,  and  the 
number  of  children  now  vaccinated  with  one  mark,  point  to  much 
more  severe  epidemics  of  smallpox  in  the  future,  and  will  require  a 
larger  hospital  to  be  provided  for  the  isolation  of  cases,  especially 
bearing  in  mind  that  smallpox  is  more  likely  to  be  spread  bv  mild 
or  modified  cases  than  by  severe  unvaccinated  ones  which  cannot 
be  mistaken. 

1 trust,  therefore,  this  Council  will  consider  the  matter  of  pro- 
viding the  new  Smallpox  Hospital  as  an  urgent  requirement  for 
this  district,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  isolate  the  first  few  cases  and 
to  cope  with  the  epidemic  which  will  certainly  come  sooner  or  later. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  has  been  a considerable  decrease  in  the  prevalence  and 
severity  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year  in  this  district ; 104  cases 
were  notified  during  the  first  half  and  65  during  the  latter  half,  with 
only  four  deaths  in  the  year. 

Three  weeks  occurred  when  no  case  of  this  disease  was  notified. 
The  mortality  of  cases  notified  was  2 4 per  cent,  as  compared  with 
3 7 per  cent,  in  1897,  and  3^9  per  cent,  of  notified  cases  in  the  towns 
of  England  and  Wales  which  supplied  returns  for  that  year. 

The  diminished  prevalence  and  mortality  of  this  disease  in  the 
district  was  more  pronounced  last  year  than  formerly,  and  this  is  no 
doubt  partly  due  to  the  gradual  education  of  the  public  in  domestic 
as  well  as  hospital  isolation,  the  exclusion  from  school  of  children 
suffering  from  the  disease  and  others  attending  from  infected 
homes,  the  careful  disinfection  and  general  surveillance  of  the 
sanitary  staff,  and  the  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  medical  men 
of  the  district  of  the  length  of  time  cases  may  remain  infectious, 
although  apparently  well. 
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The  following  is  a table  of  the  ages  at  which  the  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  and  deaths  occurred  during  the  past  three  years  : — 


1896. 

1897. 

CO 

0 

CO 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Under  5 years 

179 

I 2 

”5 

6 

53 

2 

From  5-10  ,, 

249 

7 

146 

4 

63 

— 

y y 1 0- 15  j » 

106 

I 

67 

2 

30 

I 

»»  15-20  .» 

28 

I 

26 

2 

r3 

— 

At  20  and  upwards 

34 

I 

22 

— - 

10 

— 

Totals 

596 

22 

376 

H 

169 

* O 

O 

* One  other  case  diei  in  Hospital , and  registered  in  Staffordshire. 


Of  the  169  cases  notified  during  the  year  only  59  were  isolated 
at  the  hospital.  1 am  not  pleased  with  this  small  proportion,  equal 
to  35  per  cent.,  but  no  case  has  been  refused  admission  on  the 
ground  of  payment  or  on  any  other  grounds,  and  the  friends  are 
always  asked  if  they  will  let  the  patient  go  into  the  hospital.  The 
arrangements  as  to  the  small  weekly  payments  continue  the  same 
as  in  previous  years,  and  are  made  by  the  medical  officer  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Committee. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  this  disease  : — 


Year 

r 

Cases  of 
Scarlet 
Fever 
reported. 

Infected 

Houses. 

Deaths 
registered 
including 
those  in 
Hospital 

Houses 
stripped  and 
disinfected 
on  Medical 
Certificate. 

Lots  of 
clothing 
and  bedding 
disinfected 
at 

apparatus. 

Cases 
isolated  in 
Hospital 

Percentage 
ot  cases 
isolated. 

1891 

337 

218 

23 

236 

242 

124 

37 

1892 

406 

293 

13 

288 

295 

92 

22 

i893 

214 

176 

6 

183 

177 

82 

36 

1894 

136 

93 

5 

81 

93 

38 

28 

1895 

4i3 

286 

1 1 

241 

255 

198 

48 

1896 

596 

446 

22 

460 

486 

257 

43 

!897 

376 

292 

14 

285 

31° 

176 

47 

1898 

169 

144 

4 

I53 

164 

59 

35 
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Typhoid  Fever. 

During  the  past  year  108  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  one  of 
continued  fever  were  notified,  as  compared  with  ?8  during  the 
previous  year.  These  108  cases  occurred  in  99  houses  distributed 
over  the  district.  Of  the  99  houses,  38  were  supplied  with  W.  C’s. 
and  dry  ashpits,  and  61  had  privies  and  middens.  The  number 
of  deaths  registered  from  this  disease  in  Aston  Manor  was  16,  but 
as  some  of  the  cases  reported  were  removed  to  hospitals  or  to 
the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  a few  cases  may  have  died  in  those 
institutions. 

In  only  6 out  of  the  99  infected  houses  was  there  any  defect 
in  the  drains  and  in  only  6 any  other  serious  nuisance. 

Careful  investigations  were  made  relative  to  the  circum- 
stances surrounding  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  since 
my  appointment  I have  personally  inspected  the  infected 
premises  and  sought  the  source  of  infection.  The  milk 
supply  being  varied  in  almost  every  case,  had  to  be  excluded. 
The  water  supply  from  the  Birmingham  Water  Depart- 
ment escaped  blame  as  there  was  not  any  marked  outburst 
of  the  disease,  but  the  pollution  of  the  soil  trom  privies  and 
middens  appears  the  suspicious  source  of  infection.  Such 
pollution  might  apply  even  where  cases  occurred  in  houses  with 
W.C.’s,  as  some  have  only  been  recently  substituted  for  privies 
and  middens,  and  the  poison  of  Typhoid  Fever  is  proved  to  be  cap- 
able of  existing  for  an  indefinite  time  in  polluted  soil,  always  ready 
to  become  active.  33  of  the  cases  notified  occurred  in  children 
under  twelve  years  of  age;  of  the  16  deaths,  9 occurred  in  houses 
supplied  with  privies  and  middens,  and  7 in  those  supplied  with 
W.C.’s.  On  the  removal  or  recovery  of  the  patient,  disinfection 
of  the  infected  room  and  its  contents  has  been  carried  out.  The 
increased  prevalence  of  Typhoid  Fever  has  been  general  through- 
out the  country. 

Measles. 

Although  there  is  no  notification  of  Measles  in  this  district, 
the  School  Board  officers  supply  information  of  cases  which  occur 
among  the  15,000  children  attending  the  public  elementary  schools. 
During  the  first  part  of  the  year  the  district  was  comparatively 
free  from  Measles,  but  in  October  last  an  outbreak  occurred 
chiefly  affecting  children  attending  St.  Mary’s  Schools,  Aston 
Brook,  and  I recommended  the  Infants’  Department  of  that  school 
to  be  closed  for  a fortnight,  and  gave  a certificate  to  that  effect  in 
accordance  with  Article  83A  of  the  Education  Code. 
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In  December,  owing;  to  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  in  con- 
nection with  the  Infants’  Departments  of  the  Albert  Road, 
Burlington  Street,  Upper  Thomas  Street,  Vicarage  Road,  and 
Aston  Lane  Schools,  I had  a conference  with  Mr.  T.  G.  Pratt, 
Clerk  to  the  Aston  School  Board,  and  bearing  in  mind  the 
approach  of  the  Christmas  holidays,  I recommended  that  the 
Infants’  Departments  of  those  schools  be  closed  as  early  as  pos- 
sible, and  they  were  closed  until  the  gth  of  January,  1899. 

It  is  not  the  custom  as  yet  in  this  district  to  disinfect  houses, 
bedding  and  clothing  after  Measles,  although  in  some  districts 
this  is  done,  but,  I doubt  if  such  preventive  measures  would  be  of 
much  avail. 

The  following  table  shows  the  monthly  number  of  deaths  from 
Measles  during  the  past  year,  and  the  total  compares  very  favour- 
ably with  the  previous  ones  : — 


Year 

d 

a 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

i— 1 

bn 

3 

< 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals 

1897 

— 

1 

— 

9 

1 2 

19 

1 1 

8 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7i 

1898 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

2 

3 

2 

9 

27 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup  notified  in  Aston  Manor  during  the  past  five 
years,  also  the  number  of  deaths  registered,  and  the  percentage  of 
deaths  to  cases. 

I have  continued  to  classify  Membranous  Croup  under  the  head 
of  Diphtheria,  as  it  is  generally  accepted  as  a symptomatic  de- 
scription of  the  same  disease.  The  reason  I have  taken  the  figures 
of  the  past  five  years  is  to  show  that  since  it  became  epidemic  in 
1895-6,  it  is  losing  its  grip  of  the  district,  the  decrease  being  more 
marked  in  the  percentage  of  deaths  than  in  the  number  of  cases 
reported,  indicating  that  a milder  type  of  the  disease  is  now 
prevalent. 
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Year 

No.  of  cases 
of  Diphtheria 
Reported 

No.  of 
Infected 
Houses 

No.  of 
Deaths 
Registered. 

No.  of  Houses 
Stripped 
and  Disinfected 
on  Medical 
Certificate 

No.  of  lots  of 
Clothing  and 
Bedding 
Disinfected  at 
Apparatus. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  to  cases 
in  Aston  Manor. 

1894 

58 

47 

IO 

4 

I 2 

IJ'2 

i895 

“5 

85 

35 

37 

46 

3°'4 

1896 

222 

CO 

5i 

H5 

186 

23-0 

i897 

102 

88 

US 

46 

66 

147 

CO 

CO 

ro 

CO 

71 

8 

44 

63 

9-6 

In  November  last  I brought  before  the  Health  Committee  the 
advisability  of  having  bacteriological  examinations  of  throat 
secretions  for  Diphtheria,  and  recommended  that  this  district  should 
avail  itself  of  the  central  bacteriological  laboratory  at  the  Mason 
University  College,  by  which  means  medical  men  could  avail  them- 
selves of  an  authoritative  diagnosis  in  doubtful  cases. 

For  such  examination  the  retaining  fee  for  outside  Sanitary 
Districts  is  £10  per  annum,  and  2s.6d.  for  each  case  examined,  for 
which  sum  the  college  supply  on  the  application  of  medical  men 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  institution,  a sterilised  swab  and  tube,  which, 
when  returned  with  secretion,  is  bacteriologically  examined,  and 
the  result  sent  to  the  medical  man  by  telegram  if  Diphtheria,  and 
by  post  if  not. 

The  College  Authorities  keep  a register  of  cases  and  results  of 
examinations  and  send  a copy  of  each  result  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  contracting  district  forthwith.  They  will  also 
supply  Antitoxin  at  cost  price  if  required  by  the  practitioner. 

Your  Health  Committee,  in  its  report  to  the  Council  in 
November  last,  recommended  “ That  this  district  should  avail  itself 
of  the  Central  Bacteriological  Department  by  arrangement  similar 
to  that  already  entered  into  by  the  following  districts,  viz.  : — 

Birmingham 
Kings  Norton 
Leamington 
Sutton 

West  Bromwich 
Wolverhampton 
Oldbury 

County  of  Stafford.” 

The  Council  referred  it  back  to  the  Committee  and  the  matter 
was  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 

Under  this  heading  are  included  the  deaths  from  gastro- 
intestinal catarrh,  enteric  catarrh,  muco-enteritis,  and  gastro- 
enteritis, as  they  are  now  so  classified  by  most  Medical  Officers  ot 
Health,  otherwise  it  would  be  difficult  to  compare  the  mortality 
with  previous  years.  Short  periods  of  extremes  of  high  tempera- 
ture with  intervals,  do  not  appear  to  produce  infantile  Diarrhoea  in 
such  an  epidemic  form  as  prolonged  hot  weather,  bearing  out  the 
theory  that  this  autumnal  diarrhoea  is  an  infectious  disease  caused 
by  microbes  latent  in  the  soil,  which  are  not  rendered  active  until 
the  soil  has  become  heated  to  a sufficient  temperature,  viz.,  56 
degs.  Fahrenheit,  four  feet  below  the  surface  to  mature  these 
organisms,  and  that  they  gain  entrance  to  our  bodies  by  food  (such 
as  milk)  or  air. 

The  deaths  occurred  principally  in  the  months  of  July,  August, 
and  September.  It  was  not  until  October  that  this  disease  showed 
signs  of  subsiding  ; and  its  disappearance  coincided  with  the  decline 
of  the  temperature. 

The  following  table  gives  the  monthly  number  of  deaths  from 
Diarrhoeal  diseases  in  1897  and  1898  : — 


Year 

Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

I April 

May 

<D 

3 

13 

bn 

3 

< 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals 

1897 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

2 5 

*3* 

37 

10 

6 

3 

221 

1898 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 1 

24 

51 

56 

'5 

4 

1 

168 

These  deaths  were  registered  under  the  following  names  : — 


1897 

1898 

Choleraic  Diarrhoea 

3 

— 

Diarrhoea 

*52 

1 18 

Gastro  Intestinal  Catarrh  ... 

22 

16 

Gastro  Enteric  Catarrh 

4 

— 

Gastro  Enteritis 

40 

34 

Totals 

22 1 

168 
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The  ages  at  which  they  occurred  were  as  follows  : — 


1897 

00 

00 

Under  3 months  ... 

45 

38 

Between  3 and  6 months 

54 

42 

, , 6 ,,  9 , , 

47 

38 

,,  9 ,,  12  ,, 

33 

25 

*»  12  >>  15  > > 

J9 

9 

,,  15  months  and  2 years 

1 1 

3 

,,  2 years  and  5 years  ... 

8 

2 

Above  5 years 

4 

1 1 

Totals... 

221 

168 

The  following  are  the  average  annual  mortality  rates  from 
Diarrhoea  per  thousand  persons  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in  the 
undermentioned  places  for  1881-90  : — 


England  and  Wales 

'67 

Preston 

186 

Leicester 

176 

Birmingham  ... 

K27 

Bristol 

‘54 

Swansea 

‘35 

Aston  Manor. . . 

1*2  2 

The  mean  annual  death  rate  per  1,000  from  this  disease  alone  in 
Aston  Manor  for  the  past  year  was  2 ’09  as  compared  with  277  in 
1897. 

The  best  preventive  measures  I can  suggest  to  arrest  this 
scourge  in  our  neighbourhood  are  the  substitution  of  W.C.’s  for 
privies  and  middens,  the  paving  and  cleansing  of  back-yards,  free 
ventilation,  and  increased  air  space.  It  might  be  considered 
advisable  another  year  to  issue  handbills  to  the  public  recommending 
the  cleansing  of  back  yards,  and  deprecating  the  throwing  of 
decaying  matter  on  to  the  yards,  and  thus  polluting  the  soil  and  air. 
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Erysipelas. 

There  have  been  68  cases  notified  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
and  enquiries  have  been  made  into  the  circumstances  of  each  case 
during  the  last  six  months,  but  in  none  has  it  been  thought 
necessary  to  take  any  action.  Only  two  deaths  have  been  assigned 
to  this  cause  during  the  past  year.  I regard  the  notification  of  this 
disease  as  practically  useless. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  infectious  disease,  usually  so  fatal  among  young  children, 
has,  during  the  past  year,  only  been  the  cause  of  1 1 deaths  as  com- 
pared with  50  during  1897. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Four  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified  during  the  past  year, 
two  of  which  were  fatal. 

Recently  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  passed  the  following 
resolution  : — 

“This  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  with  a view  to  the  limitation  of  danger- 
ous infectious  diseases,  the  London  County  Council  would  be  acting  rightly  in 
adopting  the  view  that  the  expression  1 Puerperal  Fever,’  as  contained  in 
Section  LV.  of  the  Public  Health  (London)  Act  1891,  should  be  taken  to  include 
Septicjemia,  Pyaemia,  Septic  Peritonitis,  Septic  Metritis,  and  other  acute  septic 
inflammations  in  the  pelvis,  occurring  as  the  direct  result  of  childbirth." 

Personally,  I approve  of  this  resolution,  and  it  has  hitherto 
been  the  practice  in  Aston  Manor  to  consider  and  classify  the 
above  group  of  diseases  as  “ Puerperal  Fever.” 

Phthisis 

There  were  84  deaths  from  this  disease  during  1898  as  compared 
with  93  during  1897.  The  mean  annual  death-rate  per  thousand 
persons  in  Aston  Manor  for  the  past  year  was  1 '04  as  compared 
with  1 -3  for  England  and  Wales  in  1896. 

Influenza. 

This  disease  has  not  appeared  in  an  epidemic  form  during  the 
year,  and  only  five  deaths  were  attributed  to  it. 

Inquests. 

From  the  weekly  tables  of  the  deaths  registered  in  the  district, 
furnished  by  Mr.  Geo.  Ingall,  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for 
Aston  Manor,  it  appears  that  48  deaths  were  registered  by  him  as 
uncertified  as  compared  with  61  in  1897.  Also  that  39  inquests 
have  been  held  by  the  Coroner  during  the  year  as  compared  with  25 
in  1897  ar>d  16  in  1896. 


20 


Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  at  the  Aston  Police  Court  has  continued  to  be  of 
great  service.  Mr.  H.  A.  Walker,  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Police,  reports  that  there  were  25  bodies  deposited  there  during  the 
past  year  and  10  post-mortem  examinations  made.  There  were  7 
bodies  deposited  during  1897  and  14  during  1896. 


Sanitary  State  of  the  District. 

Aston  Manor  has  improved  as  a residential  town  since  1882, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  illegality  of  building  back-to-back  houses, 
and  nearly  all  new  houses  built  since  1886  have  W.C.’s  instead  of 
the  insanitary  arrangement  of  privy  and  midden  ; also  a large 
number  of  these  have  been  converted  into  W.C.’s  and  dry  ashpits. 
These  conversions,  under  the  careful  superintendence  of  your  able  and 
vigilant  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Bolt,  I consider  some  of  the  best 
sanitary  work  done  in  the  district,  and  I have  taken  particular 
interest  in  those  insanitary  properties  in  which  the  substitution  of  a 
W.C.  and  dry  ashpit  appears  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  the 
old  privies  and  deep  offensive  middens,  and  have  visited  them  and 
advised  with  him  in  many  cases  during  my  term  of  office. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  W.C.’s  substituted  for 
privies  and  middens,  with  only  three  summonses  since  1890  ; 
also  the  number  of  new  W.C.’s  since  1890,  as  supplied  me  by  your 
Surveyor. 


W.C.’s 

New 

Year 

Substituted. 

W.C.’s 

O 

CO 

252 

545 

1891 

251 

4*9 

CO 

0 

(O 

181 

491 

1893 

259 

355 

i894 

139 

21 5 

i895 

164 

262 

0 

cn 

CO 

265 

31 1 

1897 

204 

84 

CO 

a\ 
00 
►— 1 

217 

7 1 

It  is  now  generally  recognised  that  the  most  effectual  and  sani- 
tary method  of  dealing  with  house  refuse  is  by  burning,  and  not  by 
depositing  in  the  vicinity  of  dwellings,  or  on  land  probably  destined 
to  be  used  for  building  sites,  a custom  which  has  prevailed  in  the 
past  and  often  interfered  with  land  being  used  for  building 
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purposes,  and  has  probably  been  a fruitful  source  of  danger  and  ill- 
health  to  occupiers  of  houses  built  on  “ tips.”  The  sanitary  con- 
dition of  any  district  depends  very  largely  upon  its  arrangements 
for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  night  soil  and  house  refuse.  This 
question  has  been  for  a long  time  one  of  increasing  difficulty,  and 
in  order  that  this  department  could  better  meet  the  urgent  demands 
made  upon  it,  your  Council  in  November  last  had  brought  before  it 
an  elaborate  report  from  the  Health  Committee  recommending  four 
additional  destructor  cells,  with  boilers,  plant  for  electric  lighting, 
elevator  for  refuse,  well  and  pumps,  improvements  to  the  old  eight- 
celled  destructor,  paving  and  covering  of  yard,  and  other  work  at 
the  Chester  Street  Depot,  the  estimated  cost  being  1,500.  By 
the  scheme  suggested,  advantage  could  be  taken  of  the  heat  energy 
of  the  destructor  for  the  production  of  power  for  electric  lighting 
and  working  of  motors,  and  motive  power  for  grinding,  pumping, 
chaff-cutting,  etc.  The  report  was  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  the 
Clerk  was  instructed  to  make  application  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  a loan  for  this  sum. 

During  the  year  3,1 10  preliminary  notices  have  been  sent  by  the 
Inspector  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  in  addition  to  238  notices 
served  under  the  “ Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,” 
for  the  cleansing  and  disinfecting  of  premises  after  infectious 
disease,  and  about  the  same  number  of  notices  have  been  complied 
with.  I have  visited  many  of  the  premises  in  connection  with 
which  these  notices  have  been  served,  and  have  advised  with  regard 
to  them  during  my  tenure  of  office. 

Offensive  Trades. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  respect  of  any 
offensive  trades  carried  on  during  the  past  six  months. 

Overcrowding. 

There  have  been  four  instances  in  which  my  intervention  was 
necessary  in  consequence  of  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  houses. 
This  does  not  represent  by  any  means  the  number  ot  overcrowded 
houses  in  the  district,  but  only  in  the  most  serious  has  the  law  been 
applied.  Overcrowding  has  not  been  more  rigidly  dealt  with 
because  of  the  great  difficulty  which  people  now  find  in  obtaining 
suitable  accommodation  at  a reasonable  price,  and  the  inhumanity 
and  impossibility  of  unhousing  people  under  these  circumstances. 
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Unsound  Meat. 

During  my  tenure  of  office  meat  has  been  brought  to  me  on 
Sunday  afternoons  or  Mondays,  purchased  on  the  preceding 
Saturday,  and  which  was  alleged  to  be  bad.  Owing  to  the  length  of 
time  which  had  elapsed  since  purchase,  and  to  the  fact  that  the 
persons  had  thought  the  food  fit  to  cook,  I have  not  felt  that  there 
has  been  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  taking  any  action.  In  one 
instance  your  Inspector  was  informed  by  a butcher’s  shopman  of 
four  pieces  of  pork  which  he  had  received  and  which  he  thought 
were  unsound,  and  I visited  the  premises  with  your  Inspector  and 
his  assistant,  with  the  result  that  the  meat  was  seized  and 
destroyed  after  condemnation  by  a justice. 

Systematic  House  to  House  Visitation. 

A systematic  house  to  house  inspection  of  a portion  of  the 
district  was  made  by  your  Inspector  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  on  the  recommendation  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  streets  selected  were  Guildford  Street  and  Kensington 
Street,  and  the  following  table  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  the 
visitation  : — 


The  visitation  also  included  6 factories  and  workshops,  with 
7 W.C’s. , 2 dry  ashpits,  14  privies,  and  6 middens.  The  Inspector 
reports  that  the  46  notices  served  for  the  nuisances  discovered 
were  all  complied  with. 
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Workshops,  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses. 

These  have  been  regularly  visited  by  Mr.  Bolt,  whom  you 
appointed  Inspector  under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  in 
1892,  and  a register  of  them  is  kept.  There  are  now  308  work- 
shops and  96  retail  bakehouses  registered,  and  the  Inspector 
reports  415  visits  during  the  year,  and  in  51  instances  he  found  it 
necessary  to  serve  notices  for  cleansing.  There  are  32  slaughter- 
houses now  remaining  on  the  register. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  41 1 milkshops  registered,  and  your  Inspector  reports 
that  each  shop  has  been  visited  at  least  twice  during  the  year. 
In  33  instances  notices  were  served  to  cleanse  milkshops.  There 
are  now  no  cow-keepers  on  the  register. 

Smoke. 

Your  Inspector  has  given  his  usual  attention  to  the  factory 
chimneys  of  the  district  and  reports  238  observations  ; 19  notices 
were  sent  for  the  abatement  of  smoke  nuisances,  and  in  two 
instances  summonses  were  authorised  and  convictions  obtained  in 
each  case. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

The  arrangements  of  your  Scarlet  Fever  Hospital  at  Upper 
Witton  are  under  the  control  of  the  Hospital  Committee,  whose 
meetings  I have  attended.  I have  acted  as  deputy  medical  officer 
for  the  Hospital  during  the  past  eight  years,  and  since  my  appoint- 
ment by  your  Council  as  medical  attendant  have  made  almost  daily 
visits,  and  occasionally  second  or  night  visits  to  the  hospital. 

The  Hospital  has  ward  accommodation  forjo  adult  cases, allowing 
2,000  cubic  feet  per  head,  but  has  outgrown  the  sufficiency  and 
convenience  of  the  administrative  portion. 

During  the  six  months  of  the  year  previous  to  my  appointment, 
plans  for  the  enlargement  of  the  administrative  block,  including 
proper  accommodation  for  the  nurses,  were  prepared  by  your 
surveyor,  Mr.  H.  Richardson,  A. M.I.C.E.,  approved  by  the 
District  Council,  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  application  made  for  sanction  to  a loan.  An  enquiry  was  held 
by  W.  W.  E.  Fletcher,  Esq.,  M.B.,  on  March  16th,  1898,  and 
eventually  the  revised  plans  were  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  but  sanction  to  the  loan  promised  on 
certain  conditions  only,  the  chief  of  which  was  that  smallpox  should 
not  be  isolated  on  the  scarlet  fever  site.  As  I have  previously 
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mentioned,  provision  for  smallpox  is  about  to  be  made  at  a separate 
hospital  on  the  new  site  of  five  acres  recently  acquired,  and  I 
should  like  to  urge  on  the  committee  the  necessity  of  speedily  pro- 
ceeding with  this  enlargement. 

I should  be  failing  in  my  duty  if  I did  not  also  emphasise  in  this 
report  my  opinion  that  a small  steam  disinfector  should  replace  the 
obsolete  hot-air  one  at  your  Infectious  Hospital.  The  boiler  neces- 
sary for  this  steam  disinfector,  when  not  used  for  disinfecting 
purposes,  might  be  utilised  for  producing  steam  to  work  a steam 
laundry,  which  is  very  necessary  there,  and  would  save  labour  and 
expense.  At  present  the  washing  is  all  done  by  hand,  and  with 
even  a moderately  full  hospital,  this  is  a big  item,  and  full  of 
responsibility.  I have  already  brought  before  your  committee  a 
report  on  the  absence  of  a proper  mortuary  at  the  hospital. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  work  at  the  Hospital, 
without  the  strain  on  the  accommodation  which  has  marked 
previous  years,  owing  to  the  considerable  abatement  in  the 
prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  both  in  Aston  Manor  and  contributing 
districts,  there  having  been  only  97  cases  admitted.  The  resident 
Superintendent  of  the  Hospital,  Mr.  Black,  has  always  shown  a 
ready  acquiescence  with  suggestions  made,  and  his  kindness  and 
courtesy  to  patients  and  their  friends,  and  the  harmony  with  which 
the  staff  work  together,  are  no  small  contribution  to  its  success. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  admitted,  discharged,  or  died  at  the  Hospital  during  the  past 
three  years,  and  the  mortality  per  cent,  on  the  admissions  : — 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

1896. 

1897. 

CO 

CO 

Number  in  hospital  on  1st  day  of  year... 

84 

5o 

42 

Admitted  during  year  ... 

394 

234 

97 

Discharged 

414 

235 

121 

Died 

7 

2 

Remaining  at  end  of  year 

50 

42 

16 

Mortality  on  number  admitted  ... 

3 '5  °/o 

CO 

6 

^0 

2-0  °/„ 

The  following  is  an  annual  table  of  all  the  cases  admitted  into 
Hospital  from  Aston  Manor  and  from  each  of  the  contracting 
districts,  including  others  admitted  under  special  arrangement, 
since  it  was  opened  : — 


Table  of  all  Cases  admitted  into 

Hospital. 

Year. 

Aston 

Manor. 

Erding- 

ton. 

Castle 

Brom- 

wich. 

Sutton 

Saltley 

Birm- 

ingham 

Work- 

house. 

Others. 

Total. 

LO 

00 

CO 

9 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1886 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'5 

00 

CO 

22 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

1888 

17 

7 

— 

23 

— 

— 

'7 

2 

66 

1889 

76 

7 

— 

8 

16 

23 

20 

2 

'52 

1890 

160 

44 

— 

S 

9 

20 

24 

I 

266 

O' 

CO 

124 

'3 

— 

85 

'7 

— 

3 

2 

224 

1892 

9; 

8 

— 

7 

— 

— 

1 1 

2 

120 

>893 

'94 

20 

— 

3 

— 

— 

» 

2 

220 

1894 

208 

3' 

— 

7 

— 

— 

4 

3 

253 

'895 

227 

S2 

>« 

25 

— 

IO 

2 

327 

1896 

257 

75 

5 

55 

3 

'5 

2 

— 

412 

CO 

VO 

*-4 

176 

27 

— 

27 

— 

— 

3 

' 

234 

1898 

59 

1 2 

4 

>3 

— 

— 

4 

5 

97 

Totals 

'.635 

298 

20 

i2-17 

45 

58 

99 

22 

2'424 

Detention  of  Patients  in  Hospital. 

The  average  number  of  days’  stay  per  patient  admitted  and 
discharged  during  the  past  year  was  66.  The  longest  period  any 
patient  was  detained  during  the  year  was  14  weeks  and  4 days. 
This  was  an  exceptional  case,  but  12  weeks’  stay  in  a few  instances 
has  also  occurred. 

Only  two  known  return  cases  have  occurred  among  those 
admitted  and  discharged  during  the  past  year  ; one  sixteen  days 
and  the  other  five  days  after  the  discharge  of  the  first  case,  and  in 
the  latter  instance  the  first  case  was  discharged  earlier  than  it 
would  otherwise  have  been  on  the  request  of  the  parent. 
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This  report,  as  I stated  at  the  outset,  refers  particularly  to  the 
second  half  of  the  year  ; but  it  includes  information  and  statistics 
for  the  year.  Through  acting  as  deputy  with  your  approval  during 
a considerable  part  of  the  first  half  of  the  year  (as  well  as 
frequently  during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years),  I did  not  enter 
upon  my  duties  as  a stranger,  and  was  familiar  with  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  district  upon  my  apppointment.  Hence  there  has 
been  no  break  of  continuity  in  the  work  of  the  office  through  the 
change  and  I have  been  able  to  make  this  a continuous  report 
for  the  whole  of  the  year. 

I remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

FRANCIS  H.  MAY. 

February , 1899. 
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Deaths  Registered  in  Aston  Manor.  Classified  according  to 

Diseases  and  Ages. 


1898. 

0-1  1 
Year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-26 

26-45 

45  65 

66  & 
Up- 

Total 

wards 

1898 

1897 

I —Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotie 

Diseases. 

Miasmatic  Diseases 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles.. 

8 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

71 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ..  

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 



3 

j4 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 





— 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

50 

Diphtheria  (Membranous  Croup) 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

15 

Continued  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 



— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  . 

— 

— 

4 

8 

4 

— 

— 

16 

12 

Influenza 

Other  Miasmatic  Diseases 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

5 

5 

Diarrhceal  Diseases 

Simple  Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 





1 

Diarrhoea 

113 

11 

2 

— 

i 

4 

3 

134 

180 

Gastro-enteritis  

30 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

l 

31 

41 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Venereal  Diseases 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea,  Stricture  of  Urethra 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Septic  Diseases 

Erysipelas 

Pyaemia,  Septicaemia 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

11.— Parasitic  Diseases. 

Thrush  and  Vegetable  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 

— 

Worms,  Hydatis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ill  —Dietetic  Diseases 

Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Starvation 

— 

— 

— 

— 









1 

Scurvy  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chronic  Alcoholism,  Delirium  Tremens 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

— 

8 

5 

IV.— Constitutional  Diseases. 

Rheumatic  Fever,  Rheumatism  .. 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

Gout 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Rickets  . . 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

I 

7 

32 

16 

56 

36 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

i 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

12 

Tubercular  Meningitis,  Hydrocephalus 

4 

9 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15 

14 

Phthisis 

— 

— 

4 

15 

48 

10 

L 

84 

93 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  Scrofula 

3 

2 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

11 

5 

Anaemia,  Chlorosis,  etc. 

-- 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

i 

6 

3 

Other  Constitutional  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

V —Developmental  Diseases. 

Premature  Birth 

Atelectasis  

67 

) 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

57 

£0 

Congenital  Malformations 

6 

45 

Old  Age 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

44 

44 

VI  —Local  Diseases. 

Disease  of  Nerv'ous  System 

Inflammation  of  Brain  or  Membranes 

18 

14 

1 

1 

2 

26 

28 

Apoplexy,  Softening  of  Brain,  Paralysis 

7 

27 

24 

58 

57 

Insanity,  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

1 

Epilepsy 

— 

— 



1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Convulsions,  Eclampsia 

37 

6 



2 

44 

C9 

Laryngismus  Stridulus(Spasm  ot  Glottis) 

2 



2 

Disease  of  Spinal  Cord,  Paraplegia 







1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i 

5 



7 

10 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Pericarditis 

3 

3 

2 

Valvular  Diseases  of  Heart 

— 

— 



6 

5 

4 

15 

18 

Syncope 

— 







1 

4 

4 

9 

(J 

Other  Diseases  of  Heart  . . 

Aneurism 

— 

1 

1 

2 

8 

20 

13 

45 

49 

Embolism,  Thrombosis 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  Vessels  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Carried  over 

304 

81 

23 

37 

104 

122 

116 

786 

922 
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Deaths  Registered  in  Aston  Manor.  Classified  according  to 
Diseases  and  Ages. — Continued 


1898. 

0-1 

Year 

1-5 

I 

5 6 

15-26 

25-45 

45-65 

35  and 
ap’wd 

Total 

1893  1897 

Brought  over  . . 

304 

81 

23 

37 

104 

122 

116 

786 

922 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Laryngitis 

Croup  .. 

Emphysema,  Asthma 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

2 

5 



— 



1 

1 



2 



Bronchitis 

43 

28 

— 

— 

6 

23 

40 

140 

151 

Pneumonia 

5 

21 

1 

2 

15 

13 

9 

76 

76 

Pleurisy.. 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 
Dentition  . . . . . . . 

Sore  Throat,  Quinsy,  Tonsilitis  . . 





; 









2 

Diseases  of  Stomach 

2 

6 

8 

Enteritis 

Obstructive  Diseases  of  Intestines 

1 

1 

2 

5 

8 

Peritonitis 

3 

— 

2 

8 

6 

5 

Ascites  .. 

1 

1 

4 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

9 

16 

8 

1 

9 

Jaundice,  and  other  Diseases  of  Liver 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

— 

1 

3 

1 

Diseases  of  Urinary  System 

Nephritis 

Bright's  Disease,  Albuminuria 

l 

2 

— 

2 

l 

3 

1 

1 

10 

15 

Disease  of  Bladder  or  • f Prostate 

3 

16 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System 

1 

— 

— 



— 

1 

6 

2 

Diseases  of  Reproductive  System 

Of  Male  Organs 

Of  Female  Organs 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abortion,  Miscarriage 

- 

_ 

Puerperal  Convulsions 

1 

Placenta  Praevia,  Flooding 

Other  Accidents  of  Child-Birth 

■ 





1 

1 





2 

3 

Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 
Caries,  Necrosis 

Arthritis,  Ostitis,  Periostitis 

— 

Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 
Carbuncle,  Phlegmon,  Cellluitis 

Other  Diseases  ot  Integumentary  System 

VII  Deaths  from  Violence. 

Fractures  and  Contusions 

Cut,  Stab 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

2 

Burn,  Scald 

Poison  .. 

Drowning 

1 

2 

Suffocation 

Otherwise 

Homicide 

cs  sa 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

11 

5 

6 

2 

Suicide  . . 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

7 

1 

15 

4 

VIII. -Deaths  from  Ill-defined  and 

not  Specified  Causes 

Dropsy 

2 

_ 



2 



Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition 

42 









1 



43 

87 

Marasmus  . . 

41 

4 

_ 





45 

37 

Mortification  ..  ..  







1 

1 

2 

Abscess 



_ 







2 

Haemorrhage  ..  •• 



_ 











1 

Sudden  Death  (cause  not  ascertained)  . 











Other  not  Specified  or  Ill-defined  Causes 

! 2 

Total  ••  •• 

471 

130 

31 

1 8‘ 

165 

187 

181 

1214 

1316 
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ASTON  MANOR. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  THE  SANITARY 
DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1898. 


1> 
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TJ 

O 

C g 
rt  c 

i .§ 

c r.  c/5 

c e 

00 

3% 

Ax 
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•33 
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.2  rt 

3 

0 
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["Foul  Conditions  ... 

4'75 

835 

820 

Dwelling  Houses!  Structural  Defects 

4085 

8.7 

817 

and  Schools  | Overcrowding 

4' 

8 

7 

tUnfit  for  Habitation 

— 

— 

Lodging  Houses  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

822 

33 

32 

Cow  Sheds ... 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

278 

5‘ 

5' 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

18 

4 

4 

Canal  Boats 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

665 

i35 

'37 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

523 

108 

108 

Water  Closets 

ii37 

250 

253 

f Defective  Traps  ... 

3872 

732 

752 

House  Drainage  -!  No  Disconnection... 

I I 

2 

2 

I^Other  Faults 

47 

14 

'7 

Water  Supply 

6 

I 

I 

Pigstyes 

— 

— 

— 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

6.7 

106 

105 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances... 

238 

19 

'9 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

72 

'4 

12 

Totals  .. 

16,607 

3.129 

3»!37 

No. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

I 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis... 

238 

,,  ,,  found  Adulterated  .. 

8 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Use  ... 

2 

NOTE — Where  an  inspection  or  notice  embraces  more  than 

one  defect  it  may  be  enumerated  separately  as  regards  each 
such  defect. 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 
Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ... 

323 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

328 

Schools  y yy  M M ••• 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infec- 

— 

tious  Disease 

— 

Convictions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infec- 

tious  Disease 

— 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or 

Things 

— 

Convictions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or 

Things 

— 

Notices  Served  to  Cleanse  after  Infectious  Disease 

238 

30 


Action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875-9. 

The  Inspector  has  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  Dr.  A. 
Bostock  Hill.  238  samples  lor  analysis,  and  a table  of  the  various 
articles  secured  for  this  purpose  will  be  found  in  the  following' 
summary  of  the  action  taken  under  the  acts,  together  with 
the  results  of  prosecutions.  149  of  the  samples  taken  were 
milk,  and  of  these  3 were  reported  by  the  analyst  to  be  adulterated 
with  added  water,  and  3 to  be  deficient  of  cream.  The  remaining 
143  samples  were  genuine,  though  two  were  poor  in  quality.  The 
extent  of  adulteration  in  milk  was  therefore  only  4 per  cent.,  as 
compared  with  5 ’8  per  cent,  during  the  previous  year. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  various  articles  secured  for  the 
purpose  of  analysis  during  the  past  year  : — 
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Extent  of  Adulteration  during  1898. 

MILK. 


1 

sample  was 

adulterated  with  5 per  cent. 

of  added  water 

I 

99  9 9 

9 9 

6 ,, 

9 9 

I 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

M 3°  >> 

9 9 

I 

sample  was  deficient 

of  15 

of  its  cream. 

I 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

> > 2 5 > > 

9 9 

I 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

> > 3°  > > 

9 9 

BUTTER. 

I 

sample  was 

adulterated  with  19  per  cent,  of  fat  foreign  to  butter 

I 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

) ) 85  > > 

9 9 9 9 

1 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

> > 90  > > 

9 9 9 9 

WHISKEY. 

i sample  contained  6'j  per  cent,  of  water  above  that  contained  in 
25  degrees  under  proof  whiskey 

1 sample  contained  15  per  cent,  of  water  above  that  contained  in 
25  degrees  under  proof  whiskey 


Other  Legal  Proceedings. 


No.  OF 
Sum- 
monses 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Fines. 

£ s. 

Costs. 

£ s-  d- 

Remarks. 

2 

Emitting  dense  blackj 
smoke  for  over  12  l 
mins,  in  the  hour  J 

5 

1 

1 

1 

Choked  water  closet 

10 

12 

6 

Ordered  to  do 
the  work  in 

7 days 

1 

Filthy  bedrooms  and\ 
staircase  ...  .../ 

v. 

4 

6 

Summonses 
issued,  but 
defendants 
paid  cost 
and  did  the 

1 

Plying  for  hire  with-1 
out  being  licensed  J 

10 

10 

6 

work 

4 

Plying  for  hire  with-' 
out  being  licensed, 
and  with  unlicensed 
vehicles  .. 

2 

1 

12 

6 

1 

Ditto 

Dismissed 

10 

8 

4 

1 

BENJAMIN  BOLT,  Inspector. 


Summary  of  the  Work  of  the  Night-soil  Department  and  of  Disinfection  During  1898 

and  Previous  Ten  Years. 
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♦Total  Tonnage,  1897—23,669.  A.  TREADAWAY,  Superintendent. 

* ,,  f 9 1898—22,311. 
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